
In human history, medicine has always sought to improve the
quality of life of patients with disabilities by designing what is now
known as either an assistive device or prosthesis. For a person who
has an amputated arm, rehabilitation engineers have taken the
approach of a myoelectric-controlled prosthesis. The use the
surface electromyography (sEMG) technique, to measure the
muscle response or electrical activity in response to nerves, is
necessary to gather data for this approach. Over the years, it has
been proven that older patients exhibit a lot of muscle fatigue and,
due to this, their sEMG signals will be less stable and show greater
burst. The signals from the muscles of these patients behave as a
dynamic system when activities are performed. Nowadays,
rehabilitation engineers select motors that are over designed so
they can work with a big range number of signals, but this might
lead in future problems such as excessive weight in lower and
upper limbs. The main objective of this research is to learn if a
correlation between the deteriorating EMG signal and the age can
be found. To find this correlation, data analysis of arm aputated
adults with similar characteristics was done using Minitab.
Boxplots, probability plots, Kruskal-Wallis test, and Mood’s median
test were used to analyze the sets of data. The significance level for
these test (denoted as α or alpha) is 0.05. This indicates a 5% risk
of concluding that a difference exists when there is no actual
difference. In both tests, Kruskal-Wallis test and Mood’s median
test, the P-value is less than alpha, meaning that the null
hypothesis is rejected and is concluded that not all the group
medians are equal. Because of these results, the correlation to
determine how much is deterioration couldn’t be calculated. This
means that to avoid selecting motors that are over designed
another approach must be taken.
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Although the EMG signals are different between ages, there is
no tendency or correlation observed between them. Due to the
muscle fatigue, older patients’ EMG signals will be less stable and
show greater burst. The signals from the muscles of these
patients behave as a dynamic system when activities are
performed. Nowadays, rehabilitation engineers select motors
that are over designed to make that they can work with a big
range number of signals, but this might lead in future problems
such as excessive weight in lower and upper limbs. To avoid this,
if a correlation is calculated between the deterioration of the
EMG signal and the age of the patient, the use of that
deteriorating signal can be maximized. To find this correlation, a
series of statistical test were done. The results of these tests
showed that although it is known that there is deterioration with
the aging factor of the patients, the correlation to determine how
much is deterioration couldn’t be calculated. This means that to
avoid selecting motors that are over designed another approach
must be taken.

In other words, the differences between some of the
medians are statistically significant. Also, by observing the Z-
value, which measures the difference between an observed
statistic and its hypothesized population parameter in units of
the standard deviation, it can be concluded that there is no
tendency by ages. This means that, although the EMG signals
are different between ages, there is no tendency or
correlation observed between them.
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Objectives
1. Learn if there is a correlation between the deteriorating EMG 

signal and the age of the patient.
2. Conclude if mathematical models dedicated to analyze stable 

EMG signals can recognize in a fractional period the demand 
needed.

Two graphical tools, boxplots and probability plots, were
used to understand the data, see their distribution, compare the
shape, see their central tendency, see and compare the
variability of sample distributions, estimate percentiles, and to
look for outliers. In these graphs it can be observed that these
data sets don’t follow normal distribution. Although by looking
at the graphs one can assume there are many outliers, this isn’t
true because the data doesn’t follow a normal distribution.
Therefore, these values are not yet considered to be outliers,
and they are not removed.

The next step to follow is to perform non-parametric (since
there is no normal distribution) tests, like the Kruskal-Wallis test
and Mood’s median test, to determine variation and measure
centralization. With this information, it can be determined if
there is any trend in the data according to the age of the
patients.

The significance level for these test (denoted as α or alpha) is
0.05. This indicates a 5% risk of concluding that a difference
exists when there is no actual difference. In both tests, Kruskal-
Wallis test and Mood’s median test, the P-value is less than
alpha, meaning that the null hypothesis is rejected and is
concluded that not all the group medians are equal.

A person who has an amputated arm gets a severe reduction in
their quality of life and can no longer do some of the normal
activities of daily living (ADL). To solve these types of problems,
rehabilitation engineers use engineering principles to develop
technological solutions and devices to assist individuals with
disabilities and aid the recovery of physical and cognitive functions
lost. For amputated patients, assistive device or prosthesis are
design to give them a better quality of life. An assistive device is an
external device that is designed to assist a person in performing a
particular task. Many patients that have disabilities depend on
assistive devices for daily activities and tasks.

Since the 1940s the idea of a myoelectric approach control was
proposed for prosthesis, but it was not until the 1960s that this
idea was able to be develop. (Li, 2011) Myoelectric is the term used
to refer to the electric properties of muscles. A myoelectric-
controlled prosthesis offers the ultimate combination of function
and natural appearance by using the electrical signals given by the
muscle. A myoelectric approach is a great option for this advances
prosthesis this why, nowadays, some companies have been
focusing in the creation of myoelectric-controlled prosthesis.

In order to provide a feasible solution,
rehabilitation engineers shall evaluate the affected area of the
patient. As part of the gathering data, rehabilitation engineers us
the technique used to measure the muscle response or electrical
activity in response to a nerve's stimulation of the muscle,
called electromyography (EMG).

Recordings use for myoelectric prosthetics are normally done with
surface electromyography (sEMG). Like any other signal, EMG
signals recording can be contaminated with different kind of noises.

Over the years, it has been proven that older patients exhibit
a lot of muscle fatigue and, due to this, their EMG signals will be
less stable and show greater burst. Nowadays rehabilitation
engineers select motors that are over designed to make sure range
of signals are within acceptable parameters can work with big
range of number of signals, but this might lead in future problems
such as excessive weight in lower and upper limbs.

Another approach that can be taken to work this issue is creating
a mathematical model to optimize the electrical signals recorded
and get the best output signal possible.

I. Data Filtering and Rectification

The Fast Fourier Transform (FFT) from MATLAB was used to filter
the data and switch from the time domain to the frequency
domain. After applying the FFT to the data, the rectification was
performed by using the MATLAB absolute (abs) function.

As part of the data analysis methodology, the raw data had to be
filtered, rectified, smooth and normalize using MATLAB.

II. Data Smoothing

By using a smoothing function in MATLAB (smoothdata), the data
smoothing was performed. This function has a reliable algorithm
to remove noise from a data set.

III. Data Normalization

Data normalization was performed by using a MATLAB function
(normalize). This is done because is necessary to be able to find
relations between the data.

IV. Data Analysis

Data analysis was done using Minitab. Boxplots, probability plots,
Kruskal-Wallis test, and Mood’s median test were used to analyze
the two sets of data.
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Another approach must be taken to avoid selecting motors that
are over designed. One of the approaches that can be taken to
avoid this is to eliminate the delay found in the control system of
the prosthetic device. This will make the device more
efficient and faster to recognize the signal. Another approach
that can be taken is to look for a process of optimization of the
signal.
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